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[bookmark: _a4abaqo1u0e3]1. Policy Statement
The East Cheshire Basketball  Club is committed to safeguarding the welfare of all children, young people, and adults at risk who participate in our activities.
We follow the principles of Cheshire East Safeguarding Adults Procedures , Cheshire East Schools Child Protection Policy , and East Cheshire NHS Trust safeguarding guidance as well as our governing bodies guidance via Basketball England.
We believe every participant has the right to:
· Feel safe, valued, and respected
· Participate in sport free from harm, abuse, bullying, and neglect
· Access clear reporting routes and supportive adults
[bookmark: _8boc10a37wrs]2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All club activities, training sessions, matches, trips, and events
· All children and young people under 18
· Adults at risk (as defined by Cheshire East Council and our national governing body)
· All coaches, volunteers, committee members, parents, and visitors
[bookmark: _qt8rg4nhpqe4]3. Legislative & Local Framework
East Cheshire Basketball adopts safeguarding guidance from:
· Care Act 2014 (Safeguarding Adults)
· Children Act 1989 & 2004
· Working Together to Safeguard Children
· Cheshire East Safeguarding Adults Procedures (2024)
· Cheshire East Schools Child Protection Policy (2025)
· East Cheshire NHS Trust Safeguarding Principles (children & adults)
These frameworks emphasise multi‑agency working, early intervention, and clear reporting routes.



[bookmark: _t4d3n6po9ief]4. Definitions
[bookmark: _mbxteyvkg656]Safeguarding
Safeguarding means protecting people’s health, wellbeing, and human rights, enabling them to live free from harm, abuse, and neglect — as defined by East Cheshire NHS Trust .
[bookmark: _998t2ctunst3]Child Protection
Part of safeguarding that focuses on protecting individual children identified as suffering or likely to suffer significant harm — defined in Cheshire East Children’s Homes Procedures .
[bookmark: _w4ak6q1976a8]Adult at Risk
An adult who has care and support needs and may be unable to protect themselves from abuse or neglect — defined by Cheshire East Council .
[bookmark: _kn4quqojkgai]Abuse Types
Physical, emotional, sexual, neglect, discriminatory, organisational, financial, and online abuse — consistent with Cheshire East safeguarding definitions .
[bookmark: _4c469rpsofks]5. Roles & Responsibilities
[bookmark: _qsmpmkxbdhiz]Club Welfare Officer (CWO) - William Baxter
The CWO is responsible for:
· Being the first point of contact for welfare concerns
· Ensuring safeguarding procedures are followed
· Liaising with Cheshire East Council, NHS Trust safeguarding teams, and other agencies
· Maintaining confidentiality and accurate records
[bookmark: _dr9b3bfrfvlm]Coaches & Volunteers
All coaches and volunteers must:
· Hold an up‑to‑date DBS check
· Complete safeguarding training aligned with Cheshire East guidance
· Maintain professional boundaries
· Report concerns immediately
· Promote safe, inclusive practice
[bookmark: _fzq2hfbamuok]Parents & Guardians
Parents are expected to:
· Support the club’s safeguarding approach
· Communicate respectfully
· Report concerns promptly
· Model positive behaviour
[bookmark: _8jxjliumusvi]Players
Players should:
· Treat others with respect
· Report anything that makes them feel unsafe
· Follow the club’s Code of Conduct
[bookmark: _2a6sbjnwe2ss]6. Safe Coaching Practices
Aligned with governing body safeguarding expectations:
· Coaches will never be alone with a child in a private space
· Physical contact will be appropriate and explained
· Communication will be positive, age‑appropriate, and professional
· Sessions will be supervised with appropriate ratios
· Attendance will be recorded
· Injuries will be documented and monitored
[bookmark: _lnxdwe93g6ee]7. Anti‑Bullying & Inclusion
East Cheshire Basketball operates a zero‑tolerance approach to:
· Bullying
· Harassment
· Discrimination
· Intimidation
This aligns with Cheshire East Schools safeguarding standards for safe learning environments as well as direct guidance from our governing body.
We promote:
· Respect
· Teamwork
· Equal opportunities
· Inclusion for all backgrounds and abilities
[bookmark: _7htjxnb31pmw]8. Online Safety & Social Media
Following governing body online safeguarding principles:
· The club will use official channels only
· No private messaging with under‑18s
· No posting identifying information without consent
· Inappropriate content will be removed immediately
[bookmark: _kkevpa6lz50e]9. Reporting a Concern
Anyone can raise a concern — players, parents, coaches, or spectators.
[bookmark: _ndb87myeekg6]Concerns may include:
· Bullying
· Unsafe coaching practices
· Inappropriate behaviour
· Physical, emotional, or sexual harm
· Online safety issues
[bookmark: _vh14ii2kx8yh]How to report:
1. Contact the Club Welfare Officer
2. If unavailable, speak to a coach or committee member
3. For serious concerns, contact:
· Cheshire East Safeguarding Adults Team (per procedures)
· Cheshire East Children’s Services (child protection)
· East Cheshire NHS Trust safeguarding teams for health‑related concerns
· Police (if immediate danger)
All concerns will be handled:
· Confidentially
· Promptly
· Fairly
· In line with local safeguarding procedures
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[bookmark: _2f92melkrhte]10. Photography & Media
To protect players:
· Consent will be obtained before using images
· No personal details will accompany photos
· Parents may request removal of images
· Filming for coaching purposes will be managed appropriately
[bookmark: _ahigqyslmuao]11. Health, Safety & Wellbeing
The club will:
· Ensure facilities and equipment are safe
· Provide first‑aid provision
· Record injuries
· Encourage early reporting
· Promote physical and emotional wellbeing
[bookmark: _dd0dj94tftmv]12. Policy Review
This policy will be:
· Reviewed annually
· Updated in line with all safeguarding guidance from local authorities and our governing body
· Communicated to all coaches, volunteers, and parents
[bookmark: _q3vsizwu1ou]Our Commitment
East Cheshire Basketball are dedicated to creating a safe, positive, and inclusive environment where every participant can thrive.
We uphold the values of:
ATTITUDE • COMMITMENT • EXCELLENCE
And we commit to safeguarding every member of our community.
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